
STINGER GUITAR 
Karen Dolezal kdolezal@ccusd93.net 
ROOM 446 
480-575-8649 
OFFICE HOURS by appointment only.  
I am only at STMS 5th and 6th block.  I am at Cactus Shadows HS in the mornings. 
 
 
CLASS OBJECTIVE 
To provide a positive music learning experience for each individual student through the development of 
guitar skills.  
 
Please note that to adhere to AZ State Standards, TREBLE CLEF NOTE READING will be taught.  TAB 
will be mentioned, as it is a way to read guitar music, but we will be learning the skill of reading treble clef. 
Open chords will also be taught.  Depending on skill level, barre chords, and power chords may be 
introduced.  
 
 
Due to being virtual, I will be arranging a time for guitars to be borrowed IF NEEDED.  You may want to 
purchase a “cheap” one, or rent your own so that it does not have to be shared when we come back live. 
If you do borrow a district guitar, you will fill out a property usage form and you will be responsible for any 
damage incurred.  
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
80% assessments 
20% classwork 
 
SKILL PROFICIENCIES  
 
Students will be assessed during the first week to determine their skill level.  There will be a sequence of 
individually graded playing skills to assess progress throughout the semester.  Students will be 
responsible for learning playing skills in the timeline given and assessed appropriately.  Attendance in 
class is crucial as these timelines must be adhered to.  We will STILL DO THESE even though we are 
virtual. 
 
WRITTEN TESTING 
 
Students will also be assessed throughout the semester on basic music theory skills relative to their guitar 
musicianship including, but not limited to treble clef note reading, staff symbols, and other elements of 
music. 
 
CLASSWORK: 
 
Students will earn up to 5 classwork points each class they attend.   Again, attendance in class is crucial. 
Points are given for being on task during class time, following directions, having materials, proper use of 
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guitar, following classroom expectations.  Classwork will MOSTLY be done in our new virtual program 
when we get the links to that.  Until then, I will be helping them virtually understand the basics.  
 
 
GOAL SHEETS and PRACTICE LOGS: 
Students are required to complete a goal sheet which is intended to focus their daily rehearsal time to 
reach their individual goal.  These are worth 20 points.  Students state individual weekly goals, and 
document what they worked on each day to REACH those goals.  Logs will be collected at each 
assessment time.  Unless a student has an excused absence, logs will lose 5 points for each class day 
they are handed in late.  GOAL SHEETS CANNOT BE MADE UP, as these are working documents.  
 
PROPERTY USAGE AGREEMENT 
 
 This agreement needs to be signed by both student and parent/guardian if you are using a district guitar.  
Daily Expectations VIRTUAL: 
 
★ Be on time to zooms and follow all online expectations as attached.  
★ You WILL be playing!  Find a spot that is private so you don’t bother others. 

 
Daily Expectations LIVE: 
★ ABSOLUTELY no gum, food, or drinks other than water 
★ BE ON TIME folder, pencil, and music ready when the bell has rung 
★ LISTEN– to the teacher when she is talking to you 
★ BE HELPFUL- to those around you, and even ENCOURAGE each other 
★ ALWAYS sit in your assigned seat  
★ While the teacher is working with individuals or small groups, you MAY NOT be an interruption 
★ Try hard and work even harder. I would rather hear a mistake than nothing at all. 
★ Practice is permanent.  Make sure you are doing your best at all times!  

 
MATERIALS NEEDED: 
❖ SHARPENED PENCIL 
❖ Folder or designated section in a binder 
❖ Goal sheet out and ready to be filled in every day 
❖ YOUR OWN PICKS!!!   Amazon always has them for cheap!! 

 
DONATIONS OF TISSUES AND HAND SANITIZER gladly accepted!! :) 
  



Sonoran Trails Digital Start 2020-21 
  Distance Learning Expectations 

Stinger Parents, Guardians, and most importantly, Students - Welcome to the 2020-21 school 
year!  I know that it is going to be so strange to start a school year in a distance learning scenario 
where school will begin virtually, meeting your teachers and seeing classmates through a screen. 
Different and strange does not mean it won't be great!  Our attitude is one thing we can control 
and it is our decision. My hope is that we reach a point sooner than later that we can return to in 
person learning safely as I can’t wait to see all of you.  Below I have provided our digital 
learning expectations so that we can all be on the same page as to what distance learning will 
look like this fall.  If you have questions or concerns, please let me know and I’ll do my best to 
answer them. 

*These expectations are for all STMS classes as we begin distance learning.   

Environment: 
● Lighting: should be well-lighted - student needs to be clearly visible 
● Background: no inappropriate posters, wall art, etc. 
● Sound: no audible music or other distracting sounds (TV, video games, phones, etc) 
● Students should participate from a setting conducive to schoolwork - it is best to establish 

a “school space/desk area” in the home and not attempt to work from cars, public spaces, 
poolside, laying on a bed or couch 

 
Dress: 

● Students should dress according to the student handbook 
● Casual - school-appropriate 
● Hoodies do not cover the head 
● No pajamas or sleepwear 
● No inappropriate messaging on clothing 

 
Language and behavior: 

● School-appropriate language 
● Avoid distracting behaviors 

 
Sign-on: 

● Students must join class within 5 minutes of the assigned time - attendance and tardiness 
will be recorded 

● Student video is on at all times  
● Audio is muted until called upon by the teacher, then back to mute 
● Breaks are discouraged since online sessions are brief, however, to minimize distractions 

if a break is needed, please request permission from the teacher, then turn the video off 
while on break and turn the video on upon returning.  

Attendance: 
● Teachers will take attendance within the first 5 minutes of class - attendance and 

tardiness will be recorded. 



● Student having technical issues should “immediately” contact teacher (via email) or the 
STMS attendance line at 480-272-8604 

● If a student will miss a class period or the whole day, please call the STMS attendance 
line at 480-272-8604, the same as if we were “in person”.   

 
School Rules: 

● Student behavior must be in accordance with established guidelines in the handbook.  If a 
behavior that is not in alignment with the school rules occurs, consequences will apply.   

● Academic integrity is absolutely expected during this time - students should produce and 
turn in their own work - any violations will have consequences in accordance with the 
student handbook. 

 
We will all get through this together with flexibility, patience, forgiveness, grace and love! 
 
Looking forward to a great year~ 
 
 
  



I believe every person is a musician. While there are different levels of talent, students are highly 

expected to give their best effort. It is my goal to excite my students about music and to provide 

them with meaningful music instruction in a positive, supportive learning environment. I have high 

expectations for each musician and will not accept anything but your best.  I look forward to 

working with all of you this year!  

 

Sing’cerely, 

 

Karen Dolezal 

 

STMS Stinger Guitar Syllabus  

 

Student Section: 

I have read the syllabus and I am willing to do what is expected of me. I am looking forward 

to working hard and having fun!  My grade is up to me.  I am aware that my focused 

participation in class is essential to my learning.   

 

Student Name (please print):  

 

_____________________________________________________  

 

Student Signature 

 

_____________________________________________________ 

 

Date:___________________________ 

 

Parent Section: 

I have read the syllabus and I understand what is expected of my child. I am aware that this 

class is an elective.  I will support my child and the teacher as best I can.  I understand my 

child’s grade is up to him/her.  

 

 

Parent /Guardian: (please print):  

 

_____________________________________________________  

 

Parent Signature: 

 

 _____________________________________________________ 

 

Date: __________________________ 

 


